Joint call for proposals in the field of Food Biotechnology
Academy of Finland and Indian Department of Biotechnology, DBT

(Deadline for Submitting Proposals: 27 May 2011)
The Department of Biotechnology (DBT) and Academy of Finland launch a joint call for proposals, the aim of which is to promote Indo-Finnish cooperation in the field of Food Biotechnology. 
The focus is in the development of biotechnical processes in food and nutritional science research, covering all issues where biotechnology is applied. The 3-year projects can cover for example the following topics: food processing and food safety.
The aim is to support long-term systematic research collaboration as well as to establish and strengthen research collaboration networks between Finland and India. 
Research funding 
The successful projects will be funded in India by the DBT and in Finland by the Academy of Finland. The joint projects must meet the criteria of the funding agencies. The research projects are funded for a maximum of three years.  
Review process and evaluation  
The Department of Biotechnology (DBT) and to the Academy of Finland will each arrange a joint evaluation. The DBT and the Academy of Finland will form a mutual understanding on the projects to be funded. 
The evaluation criteria of the Academy and the Department of Science and Technology are: 
· scientific quality and innovativeness of the research plan
· added value of the Indo-Finnish  research collaboration
· feasibility of the research plan 

· scientific merits and results of the Finnish and Indian researchers/research teams 
· support for careers of young researchers. 
Application procedure 
The Finnish and Indian co-applicants will develop one joint research plan that will be sent to both the DBT and the Academy of Finland using the forms of each organisation, respectively. The applications must include a statement on how the proposed collaboration brings added valued for both countries.  
The project budget must clearly delineate justified Finnish and Indian costs. The costs of the Finnish partner must be eligible as per the guidelines of the Academy of Finland. Accordingly, the costs of the Indian partner must be eligible as per the guidelines of the DBT. Applicants are reminded to include sufficient budget for travel between Finland and India to ensure successful collaboration.  
Applications addressed to the Department of Biotechnology (DBT)
The Indian research team applies for funding from the DBT in accordance with the DBT’s guidelines. The Academy advises applicants to make sure that their cooperation partner is eligible to apply for funding from the DBT. 
Applications shall be made as per the DBT procedure for international collaboration and as per the application format available alongwith this call on the DBT website http://dbtindia.nic.in .
Applications addressed to the Academy of Finland 
Applications addressed to the Academy of Finland shall be submitted no later than 27 May 2011.  The Finnish and Indian partners apply for funding from their national funding agencies in accordance with the practices of the organisation concerned. 

In this call, the full cost model is applied to the calculation of the costs of the Finnish research project. The costs of the Indian research project are given only in the research plan. Applications shall be written so as to ensure that the Academy’s contribution to funding comes to no more than 80 per cent of the full costs of the Finnish project. See the guidelines on how to enter the costs in the application form on the Academy’s website at www.aka.fi/eng > For researchers > How to apply > Full cost model.

Submission Deadline: 
- Five copies of the jointly agreed collaborative research project on the application format should be sent on or before 27th May, 2011 to Dr. Shailja V. Gupta, Joint Director, Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science and Technology, Block – 2 ,CGO Complex, Lodi Road, New Delhi – 110 003, INDIA. Tel: 2436 3748; Fax :  2436 2884; E-mail : shailja@dbt.nic.in; Website : www.dbtindia.nic.in
- Science Adviser Hannele Lahtinen (Academy of Finland), tel. +358-9 77488 409, Fax +358-9 77488 445
firstname.lastname@aka.fi
-Senior Science Adviser Jaana Roos (Academy of Finland), tel. +358-40 586 4587
firstname.lastname@aka.fi

